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CONSTITUTION. 



Desirous of obtaining important infonnation re- 
specting Domestic and Foreign Missions, Revivals 
of Religion, and the general operations of Christian 
benevolence, with a view of ascertaining oxir per^ 
sonal duty in reference to these obiects : we, the 
subsoribek do agree to form ourselv^ into an asso- 
ciation for inquiry, and, for the better regulation of 
our researches, adopt the following Constitution : 

Article I. This Society shall be known by the 
name of the Society of Inquiry on Missions, and 
THE General State of Religion, in the Theo- 
logical Seminary of Princeton, New Jersey. 

Art. II. The officers of this Society shall be a 
President, a Vice-President, a Recording Secretary, 
a Corresponding Secretary, with two Assistants, to 
be known by the name of Associate Secretaries, a 
Treasurer, a Librarian, a Keeper of the Cabinet, 
and a Standing Committee of three, all of whom 
shall be annudly chosen. 

Art. III. All the officers mentioned in Article 
II., t<^ether with the chairman of each committee 
of inquiry, and the Corresponding Secretary of the 
committee on Foreign Missions, ex officio, shall 
constitute a Board of Managers, whose duty it shall 
be to have the general superintendence of the busi- 
ness of the Society. 

Art. IV. It shall be the duty of the President 
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to preside in all meetings of the Society ; and he 
shall be, ex officio, President of the Board of Mana- 
gers. 

Art. V. It shall be the duty of the Vice-Presi- 
dent to preside in the absence of the President. 

Art. VI. The Recording Secretary shall keep 
a copy of the constitution of the Society, a fuU 
minute of its proceedings, a list of all the members 
of the Society, and shafl preserve all papers belong- 
ing to it. He shall be, ex officio, secretary of the 
Board of Managers. 

Art. VII. The Corresponding Secretary, with 
the aid of his Associate Secretaries, shall conduct 
the correspondence of this Society with sister so- 
cieties and other institutions, as the Board may 
direct. 

Art. VIIL The Treasurer shall keep aU mo- 
neys belonging to the Society, answer orders on 
the treasury from the standing committee, and pre- 
sent, at the close of each year, a report of the state 
of the funds. 

Art. IX. The Librarian shall have charge of 
the books belonging to the library, keep a correct 
catalogue of them, see that they are neatly labelled 
and numbered, and, at the close of the year, shall 
make a report of their condition. 

Art. X. The Keeper of the Cabinet shall adopt 
such measures, as the Board of Managers approve, 
to increase the number of valuable minerals and 
curiosities, arrange them in a judicious and scien- 
tific manner, and, at the close of the year, report to 
the Society the names of donors and the general 
condition of the cabinet. 

Art. XI. The Standing Committee shall have 
the management of the funds, the care of the read- 
ing room, examine the library, the books of the 
Recording Secretary, and the accounts of the Trea- 
surer, do such other business as is assigned them 
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in the by-laws, and make a report of their proceed- 
ings at the last regular meeting of each session. 

Art. XII. The business of inquiry on mission- 
ary and other benevolent operatidhs, shall be con- 
ducted by nine committees of inquiry, viz. 

1. On Foreign MissionSy to consist of not less 
than five nor more than thirty members. 

2. Domestic Missions^ five to twenty members. 

3. Sahbaih Schools^ Bibk Classes and Maternal 
Associations, five to twenty members. 

4. Revivals of Religion, five to twenty members. 

5. Bible, Tract and Education Societies, five to 
twenty members. 

6. Sailors and Soldiers, five to twenty members. 

7. Africans and Colonization, five to twenty 
members. 

8. Public Morals, five to twenty members. 

9. Romish Church and Infidelity, five to twenty 
members. 

And, in constituting or reorganizing a commit- 
tee of inquiry, the President, V ice-President and 
Recording Secretary shall be a committee to ap- 
point the number of members requisite to compose 
it. 

Art. XIII. The particular subjects to which 
the inquiries of each committee shall extend, are 
assigned as follows : 

1. To the committee on Foreign Missions — ^the 
general subject of Foreign Missions, including the 
advance of the spirit of missions in Christian coun- 
tries, operations in other lands, and the present 
attitude of the world towards the gospel. The 
correspondence of the Society with foreign mis- 
sionaries is conducted by this committee. 

2. To the committee on Domestic Missions — ^the 
enterprize of suppljring the destitute of our own 
land with the gospel, and the eflforts made by fo- 
reign countries in behalf of home missions. 

3. To the committee on Sabbath Schools^ Bibk 
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Classes and Maternal Associations — ^the present 
state ci these associations, efforts to extend their 
influence, such improvements in the plan of the 
respective systenfs, as they may deem worthy of 
attention, and the blessings which appear to accom- 
pany their operations. 

4. To the committee on Revivals of ReMgion — 
accounts of existing or recent revivals, the means 
blessed in their promotion, with interesting cases 
of conversion, and the general results. 

5. To the committee on Bibkj Tract and Edu- 
cation Societies — ^the operations of these institu- 
tions, and the general state of theolcmcal education 
in this and other countries, with such facts relating 
to the general progress of education, as may be im- 
portant. 

6. To the committee on Sailors and Soldiers— 
all efforts to improve the social and rehgious con- 
dition of seamen, boatmen and soldiers, the best 
methods of gaining access to these several classes 
of men, the pecuhar character of Christian sailors, 
and the connexion of the seamen's cause with 
foreign missions. 

7. To the. committee on Africans and Cohnizor 
turn — ^all efforts in behalf of the coloured people, 
including their education, colonization, emancipa- 
tion, and other means to improve their moral and 
intellectual condition. 

8. To the committee on Public Morals — all the 
means employed, or plans proposed by Temperance, 
Prison Discipline, Moral Reform, and kindred asso- 
ciations for me improvement of pubUc morals. 

9. To the committee on the Romish Church and 
Infidelity — ^the state of the Romish Church in this 
and other countries, eflforts to propagate or oppose 
the svsteni, its influence on the civil, social and 
moral condition of communities, with the efforts of 
infidels to diffuse their poisonous j)rinciples. 

Art. XIV. Each of the committees of inquiry 



shall present to the Society an annual rfeport, ac- 
companied by sttch other exercises on the stibjects 
assigned to it, as the committee may think proper, 
in the following order : 

The committee on Foreign Missions at the re- 
fftdar meetinff in Janilary. 
^ The committee on Domestic Missioiisin Dectem- 
ber. 

The committee on Sabbath Schools, Bible Classes 
and Maternal Associations in February. 

The committee on Revivals of Rehgion in March. 

The committee on Bible, Tract and Education 
Societies in April. 

The committee on Sailors and Soldiers int May. 

The committee on Africans and Colonization m 
July. 

The committee on PubHc Morals in August. 

The committee on the Romish Church and Infi- 
deUty in September. 

Immediately preceding these reports, and suc- 
ceeding the reading of letters and obituaries, th6 
conimittee on Foreign Missions shall make a month- 
ly report, to be followed by reports from four other 
committees in their regular order, which shaU al- 
temate with the remaining four, so that ther6 shall 
be five monthly reports at each meeting, provided 
no committee preset a monthly report^^^ an an- 
iiual report at the same meeting. 

Art. XV. The annual reports of the commii- 
tees of inquiry, after being accepted by the Society, 
shall be committed to the Recording Secretary, to 
be preserved and bound under his direction. 

Art. XVI. The regular meetings of the Socie- 
ty shall be held on the first day of every month 
auring the sessions of the Theolo^cal Seminary 
(except when this will interfere with Sabbath, in 
which case the Society shall meet on the following 
Monday)^ and its meetings shall be opened and 
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closed with prayer by the President, or by some 
member of the Society at his request. 

Art. XVII. Any theological student may be 
received into this Society by a vote of a majority 
of its members. 

Art. XVIII. Any member of this Society shall 
be dismissed at his request, unless his arrearages 
are unpaid, or unless he has some property of the 
Society in his possession. 

Art. XIX. AU regular members of good stand- 
ing in the Society, on their dismission from the 
Theological Semmary, shall be considered honor- 
ary members. 

Art. XX. Proper persons may be admitted as 
honomy members'^ 

Art. XXI. On the death of any present or 
former member of this Seminary, a committee of 
three or more shall be appointed to prepare an 
obituary of the deceased. 

Art. XXII- The Society shall have power to 
tax its regular members, and to make by-laws not 
aiFecting this constitution. 

Art. XXIII. In case of the extinction of this 
Society, its library shall be incorporated with the 
Green Library of the Theological Seminary. 

Art. XXIV. No addition to or alteration of this 
constitution shall be made but by vote of two 
thirds of the members present at a regularly noti- 
fied meeting, nor unless the proposed amendment 
shall have lain on the table four weeks. 



BY-LAWS. 



Art. I. Of the Board of Managers. 

SjscTioir 1. It shall be the duty of the Board of Managers to superintend 
all the publications of the Society, to purchase such books for the library a» 
they may deem proper, and to have the general supervision of the funds. 

Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the Board to open or close any corres- 
pondence, and to decide upon all other misoellantous business of the Society. 

Sect. 3. Any proposition made to the Board by any member of the So- 
ciety, shall be presented in the form prescribed in Art IX. Sect 17, and acted 
upon as soon as possible. 

Sect. 4. It shall be the privilege of the Board to examine the minutes of 
the several committees of inquiry as often as once in each year, and to take 
other measures, if necessary, to ascertain whether they attend to the duties 
respectively assigned them. If delinquencies appear, the Board shall admcNi- 
ish the committee, report the case to the Society, or, if the offence be repeated, 
they may, after mature deliberation, even disband the committee. 

Sect. 6. It shall be the duty of the Board to examine and approve the 
minutes of the Standing Committee, and also their semi-annual report before 
it is presented to the Society. 

Sect. 6. No alteration of the constitution or by-laws shall be made» ex- 
cept on the recommendation of the Board. 

Sect. 7. The Board shall not act upon any proposition to amend the 
constitution or by-laws within four weeks from the time of its presentatian. 

Sect. 8. If articles of the constitution or by-laws, to which no penafty 
is annexed, are violated, the Board shall notice the offence, and impose such 
penalty as they think proper. 

^ECT. 9. It shall be the duty of the Board to make a report of their pro- 
ceedings at each regular meeting of the Sodoty. 

Sect. 10. The Board, at each of their regular, meetings, shall appoint 
some one of their number to defend their decisions in cases of appeal to the 
Society. 

Sect. 11. The regular meetings of the Board shall be held sometime 
dunng the week immediately preceding that in which the regular meeting of 
the Society will occur ; and two days* notice of the time at which the Board 
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will meet, shall be given on the, bulletin. The Secretary shall keep a roll of 
the members of the Board, and note the absentees, who shall be required to 
render an excuse. The meetings shall be opened and closed with prayer. 

Sect. 12. Extra meetings of the Board may be called by the President at 
the request of three members. 

8xcT. 13. The Board shall have the privilege of filling all vacancies that 
may occur in their number. 

Art. II. Correspondence. 

SxcT. 1. The general correspondence of the Society shall be conducted 
by the Corresponding Secretary and his assistants. It shall be their dufy to 
take from the office all letters addressed to the Society, to read the whole, or 
such parts as they may deem necessary before the Society, and prepare an- 
swers as soon as convenient, subject to the direction of the Board of Managers, 
at each regular meeting of which they shall report their proceedings. 

SxcT. 2. The collection of information respecting the state of religion, the 
interest felt in missions, and benevolent operations in general, shall be regarded 
as an object of primary importance, and in the preparation of letters to corres- 
ponding bodies,' the Secretary shall keep this object constantly in view. 
\ SscT. 3. No letter prepared by one Secretary shall be sent, until it has 
been submitted to his associates for their approbation. 

Sect. 4. Every member of this Society, on leaving the Seminary, is re- 
quested to transmit to the Corresponding Secretary all such information as will 
^ be likely to prove interesting or useful. 

Sect. 6. It shall be the duty of the Corresponding Secretary to register all 
letters written and received, and to record at least a synopsis of their contents 
in a book kept for the purpose. 

Sect. 6. He shall carefully preserve and file all letters received in his de- 
partment, that at suitable intervals they may be arranged in volumes and bound. 

Sect. 7. Bound volumes of lettei;s shall be kept by the Secretary, or depo- 
sited in the library. 

Art. III. Committees. 

Sect. 1. Each committee of inquiry shall regularly meet at least once in 
each month during term time. Other meetings may be held at pleasure. 

Sect. 2. The committees shall keep correct minutes of their proceedingiSy 
and, when required, shall submit them to the Board of Managers for exami- 
nation. 

Sect. 3. Each committee is authorized to appoint its officers, which shall 
be done annually at the last regular meeting in the Summ^ term ; and at the 
next meeting of the Board of Managers, shall report the name of its chair- 
men. « 

Sect. 4. Each committee may add to its number within the limit ap- 
pointed in the constitution ; provided, however, that no person shall be elected 
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who is not a member of the Sooietf, and that no membte belong to more 
than two committees at the same tim& The names of memben, thus added, 
shall be reported to the Board of Managers at their stated meeting next fol- 
lowing the^ime of the -addition, and Altered on their minutes. 

Sect. 5. No more than eight minutes shall be allowed to a monthly re- 
port, nor more than one hour to an annual report and the aoomipanying 
exercises. 

Sect. 6. It shall be the duty of each committee of inquiry to see that a 
copy of its annual report, properly transcribed on lett^ paper, is committed to 
the Recording Secretary of the Society, within one month firom the time at 
which it was ^presented to the Society. 

Sscr. "ff Should any subject arise which ought to be made a matter of 
special inquiry J it shall be referred to ohe of the existing committees of in>- 
quxry by the Board of Managers. 

Sect. 8. The Standing Committee shall procure, as soon as possible, such 
books for the library, and periodicals for the reading room, as the Board of 
Managers may order, attend to the payment of bills thereby incurred, and 
other pecuniary expenses of the Society, subject always to the direction of the 
Board. 

Sect. 9. In their orders on the Treasurer, they shall specify the object or 
objects to which the money is to be appropriated ; and shall be careful to take 
receipts for all payments. 

Sect. 10. They shall keep a faithful minute of their proceedings, and 
present the record for examination -as often as the Board may direct 

Sect. 1 1. Committees on obituaries shall prepare and present the me- 
moirs respectively assigned to them, within six months from the time of their 
sq>pointment. In cases of necessity, the Board may extend the time at their 
discretion. 

Sect. 12. Special committees shall report to the Board at the stated meet- 
ing next following the time of their appointment, unless the Board shall other- 
wise direct 

Art. IV. Of the Library. 

Sect. 1. The library shall be opened every Wednesday from two till 
three o'clock in the Winter session, and from half past two till half past three 
in the Summer session. 

Sect. 2. Regular members shall not have the privilege of drawing booki 
from the libraiy at any other time than the appointed library hours, except by 
the speeial permission of the Librarian. 

Sect. 3. No memlier shall take firom the library, at one time, more than 
two volumes, unless, in special cases, at the discreticm of the Librarian. 

Sect. 4. No book shall be taken from the library until it is registerod by 
the Librarian. 
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SscT. 5. Any^penon who shall take a book from the library without per- 
mianon, or in violation of the rules, shall mcur a fine oi fifty cents for eveiy 
oflenoe, and be subject to an ad^onal fine of ten cents for every day that 
the book is retained, and to private admonition firom the Standing* Committee, 
or public censure before the Society. 

SxGT. 6. No member shall retain a book firom the libraiy longer than two 
weeks, unless in special cases, at the discretiim of the Librarian ; -and all books 
•hall be returned on the Wednesday preceding the last regular meeting in 
eachsessiom 

SxcT. 7. Every book not returned at the time* appointed, shall subject the 
holder to a fine of ten cents a week for the time that it is retaii^ed. 

SscT. 8. All damages d<Hie to books shall be noticed by the Librarian, as- 
sessed by the Standing Committee, and paid by the damagers. 

SxcT. 9. No person, who has incurred a fine at the library, shall be per- 
mitted to draw books until that fine ia paid. 

Sect. 10. Such members of College as desire it, may draw books firom 
the libraiy on signing a written promise to conform to its regulations. 

Art. V. Of the Reading Room. 

Sect. 1. The reading room shall be under the direction of the Standing 
Committee, who shall see that it is properly wanned and otherwise prepared 
for the accommodation of members, and whose duty alone it shall be to take 
from the post office the periodicals or pamphlets belonging to the Society, 
arrange the same in the reading room, and, after suitable intervals, dispose of 
them as the interests or the rules ol^the Society may require. 

8xcT. 2. No paper or pamphlet may be removed from the reading room 
without permission from the Standing Committee under penally oififiy cents 
for each oflfence. 

Sect. 3. All intentional mutilation of papers or pamphlets belonging to 
the Society, shall subject the offender to such a penalty as the Standing Com- 
mittee may impose. 

Art. VI. Of Obituaries. 

Sect. 1. After the obituary of a deceased brother has been read to the 
Society uid accepted, it shall be conmiitted to the standing cominittee, and 
legibly 'transcribed, under their direction, in a blank book of convenient size, 
kept in the libraiy for the purpose. 

Sect. 2. This book of obituaries shall not be taken fix>m the libraiy, ex- 
cept for the purpose of transcribing an obituary, for which work two weeks 
only shall be allowed ; or by express permission of the Board of Managers. 

Sect. 3. One dollar only shall be allowed as a compensation for transcri- 
bing an obituaiyy except in special cases, to be determined by the Board of 
Manageri. 
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Art. VII. Of Publications. 

Sect. 1. Nothing shall be committed to the Board of^anagers for publi- 
cation, without the consent of the Society » which consent shall be given with- 
out discussion. 

SfiCT. 2. When letters, obituaries, reports, essays or other articles are re- 
ferred for publication, the Board may exercise discretionary power in sending 
them to the press. 

SjiCT. 3. The Board shall have the privilege of recommending to the So- 
ciety such articles for publication as they may think proper. 

SscT. 4. The Board may determine from what press any publication 
shall issue ; they shall also be authorized to make such alterations, correc- 
tions, or selections, as Ihey may think proper in the pieces laid before them — 
the author or authors of such pieces, if members of the Society^ being consi- 
dered members of the Board for the time being, shall have the privilege of 
acting with the Board T^hilst their productions are under consideration. 

Sect. 5. The Society shall not be put to any expense for publications 
without its own consent, ; but if any money should accrete from them, it shall 
be added to the funds of the Society. 

SxcT. 6. No article shall be published by any committee in their own 
name, or in the name of the Society, unless authorized according to Sect 1. 



Art. VIII. Of Elections. 

Sect. 1. The annual election of officeis shall take place on the. day of the 
last regular meeting of the Society in the summer session, at 1 1 o'clock, 

a:m. 

The Tre£lsurer, Librarian and Standing Committee shall enter on the dur 
ties oi their respective offices immediately after the election, and the remain- 
ing officers at the commencement of the Wint^ session. 

Sect. 2. The election of an orator and essayist shall be made on the day 
of the first regular meeting of the S^iety in each session, at 11 o'clock, A.M. 

At the same time alternates shall Be chosen. 

Sect. 3.* The mode of procedure in the election of <^cers shall be as fol- 
lows : after an opportunity has been given for nominations, the Society shall 
proceed to vote by ballot. I^ wlien the votes for officers are collected, it be 
foimd that no member has a plurality of the whole number of votes given, the 
two candidates having the highest number shall be voted for again, and the 
election determined accordingly. 

• 

Art. IX. Ruks of Proceeding. 

Sect. 1. If a quorum be not assembled at the hour appointed, any two 
members shall be competent to adjourn from time to time, that an opportunity 
may be given for a quorum to assemble. 
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To constitate a quoram of the Society, twenty membera shall be requisite, 
and of the Board, a majority of its members. 

Sect. 2. Immediately after the opening of the Society (or of the Board), 
the minules of the previous meeting shall be read, and, if requisite^ cor- 
rected. 

Srct. 3. The President shall decide all points of order. All decisions of 
Uie cttm shall be subject to an appeal to the Society (or the Board), by any 
two members. 

SscT. 4. Business left unfinished at the last sitting, is oidinarily to be 
taken up fint 

SscT. 5. A motion must be made and seconded, and afterwards repeated 
by the Presid^it, or read aloud, before it is debated; and every motion shaD 
be reduced to writing, if the chair or any member require it 

Sect. 6. Any member, who shall have made a motion, shall have liberty 
to withdraw it, mth the consent of his second, before any debate has taken 
places therecm, but not afterwards, without the leave of the body. 

Sect. 7. On questions of order, adjournment, postponement, conmiitment, 
or the previous question, no member shall speak more than o^ce. On all 
other questions each member may speak twice, but not oftener without ex- 
press leave of the body. 

Sect. 8. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received, 
unless to amend it, to commit it, to postpone it, for the previous question^ or 
to adjourn. 

Sect. 9. An amendment may be moved on any motion, and shall be de> 
cided before the original motion. 

Sect. 10. If a motion imder debate contains several parts, any two mem- 
bers may have it divided, and a question taken on each part 

Sect. 11. A question which has been decided, or a subject which has 
been indefinitely postponed, shall not be reconsidered daring the ofi^cial year 
ef the Board, unless by the consent of two-thirds of the members present 

Sect. 12. Every member when speaking shall address himself to the Pre- 
sident, and no member shall address another except through the chair. No 
member shall engage in private conversation without the permission of the 
President 

Sect. 13. No speaker shall be interrupted, unless he be out of order, or 
for the purpose of correcting mistakes or misrepresentations. 

Sect. 14. If more than one person arise to speak at the same time, the 
member who is most distant from the President's chair shall speak first 

Sect. 1 6. When the President has commenced taking the vote, no fur- 
ther debate or remark shall be admitted, unless there has evidently been a mis- 
take; in which case, the mistake shall be rectified, and the President shall 
recommence taking the vote. 

Sect. 16. When a vote is taken by ballot, the President shall vote with 
the other members; but he-sl^il not vote in any other case, unless the body 



